Art Matters

by Valiska Gregory
[image: image1.jpg]magine a story with a fine beginning—a story about fifty artists who
were given the astonishing gift of time to renew their spirits and perfect their crafts. In this
story there are plenty of unexpected twists and artistic turns, and the setting varies from
Indianapolis to Bora Bora. But each individual chapter of the story begins with hope, an
artist’s hope to find those seeds of experience and thought that might blossom into the
artistic work of the future.

This story tells of moments when the artist, like a magpie, collects things: a pink
ribbon of sky in morning, a conversation as warm and sustaining as good soup, an arc
of moon slipping through a buttonhole of sky, the song of a sparrow in green dappled
woods. These are ordinary things of extraordinary value—color, words, movement,
sound—and, once rooted in the imagination, they allow the artist to transform common
stone into a bear, to stitch together a poem that trembles in the heart, to dream the
whirling skirts of a mazurka, and to craft music for the waiting air.

For all of the fifty characters in this story, their creative renewal fellowships were, in
their words: an opportunity, liberating, an exploration, an awakening, a spiritual renewal, a chance to
engage, a once in a lifetime adventure, reenergizing, and above all, a wonderful gift.

Some of the artists journeyed inward: a writer retreated to an ancient rainforest
and biosphere to think, a musician voyaged to the unbounded inner world of composition, a
curator returned to confidence and creativity.

Others journeyed outward: to the cliff dwellings of Canyon de Chelly, to the Buffalo
Bill Historical Center in search of the American West, to art galleries in New York, music
schools in Chicago, and theaters in Europe. They explored Mayan sites in the Yucatan
Peninsula, attended the Stratford and Shaw Festivals of Canada, and crossed the ocean
to Gambia in West Africa. They traveled to Copenhagen, France, Italy, Poland, Russia,

Japan, and Tahiti to reawaken and energize their visions.




[image: image2.jpg]They studied new radio equipment, the Baroque trumpet, the patination processes
for bronze, Ojibwe pottery, and new ways to print a book. They talked with other
violinists, potters, dancers, printmakers, poets, and educators. They learned about folk
dancing, Maori chants, weaving, fight choreography, wetplate photography, and Native
American artifacts.

The theme of this story is bold: art matters, and a community that invests in the
lives of its artists will reap future benefits far exceeding what can be imagined today. Art is
not a luxury; it is a way of seeing. It is an ongoing voyage across oceans of imagination
and thought, a journey taken to explore a world of possibilities and hope.

Because of fifty creative renewal fellowships, the city landscape will change: the
signage for Indianapolis’ cultural districts will be influenced by a graphic designer’s
exploration of Scandinavian cities, a stage/screen producer will oversee the launch of
the Neighborhood Arts Place, a dancer will help bring the 12th annual Latvian Dance
Festival to Indianapolis.

Because of fifty fellowships, the reputation of the city as a cultural showcase will
be enhanced: a harpist will record a CD, an abstract painter will collaborate with a painter/
printmaker from Vienna, a conductor will make a return trip to Carnegie Hall.

But the best thing about this story is that it will never have an end. One story
engenders another as one wave follows the next in a timeless ocean. Imagine an artist a
decade from now remembering a slant of Indiana sun filtered through a sycamore tree
during a creative renewal year, then painting a pattern that resists chaos, a yellow so
vibrant it defies darkness. Imagine the glow from that painting as it hangs in a museum
becoming part of a novel, and then that book a hundred years later reverberating like a
drum in someone’s heart. Imagine a child, centuries from now, seeing the world in new

ways, because Indianapolis is a place where hope begins, where art matters. Imagine.

— Valiska Gregory




